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SUPERSTITION. 





T is by the flow progrefs of the human underflanding 
that the evils of human life can be diminifhed or de- 
itroyed. Superftition prefents a formidable obitacle to 
the diffufion of {cience and the augmentation of human 
happinels. Nothing important can be done for the bene. 
hit of man, without a developement of the moral ener. 
cies of his nature ; but fuperitition holds hin faft, tells 
him it is a crime to think, and trighteus him alinolt out 
of his fenfes with {piritual ipectres that have no real ex. 
tence. ‘Thoufands of gods, gholts and devils have be 
fabricated with vaft variety of characters on parpole | to 
terrify weak and daludcd man. A fubordinate clats of 
ipiritual lackeys have allo bees: created and fent as Miffion- 
aries over the whole earth to frighten women and chil- 
dren. Ofthis fort were the witches, the fairies and the 


iprights of former days, and which, even now, form the 
bafis of univerfal terror in many countries. “The Bible 
fanctioned thele incongraou s ideas, and gave to nonenti- 


‘y* 


ty the form, character and elle r of real exiftence. The 
clergy declare to the people that this is the belt book in 
the world; they found their diicourles upon the incohe- 
rencies therein contained, and the * ople are fwallowed 
up in agulph of fuperftition from which they know not 
how to efcape. Ye fpiritual in hecBits of a loft and 
wicked world ! read over once the Books of Genelis and 
Exodus, and ask yourfelves the queliton, whether vou 
would think it any honour to yourlelves to be the authors 
of fuch a production? Would you not bluth for mat 

of the fentiments therein contained, and do you imagine 
that {uch compofition would render your names illuflri- 
Ousinthe great republic of letters ? won sc and in- 
tereft have combined to create and per uate an attach. 
ment to the facred writings of the Jew: aha Chriflians. 
The age of happinefs muti be that in which all theologi- 


— 








cal conceptions fhall be concentered in the Theifm of 
Nature, or the belief of one God. This God mutt be 
deftitute of all irafcible paflions and malignant attributes 
of every kind; he muft be a very different being from 
the God of the Old Teftament, for the belief in fuch a 
God produces the moft deftru€tive confequences. Su- 
peritition has always afcribed to the divinities in whofe 
exiftence fhe has placed confidence, a furplus of proper- 
ties, and thefe properties were generally of a peftilential 
and contagious kind. ‘The difeafe thus caught was worle 
than the yellow fever; it fpread defolation and death to 
all around; it carried confiaration and carnage over the 
whole earth; it fhook to the foundation the tranquility 
of the world. Man cultivate thy reafon and truth, vir- 
tue and happinefs will be the neceflary confequences. 
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THE 
INDIAN STUDENT; 
OR, 


Force of Nature. 





FROM Sufquehanna’s fartheft fprings 
Where favage tribes purfue their games, 
(His blanket tied with yellow ftrings,) 
A fhepherd from the foreft came. 


Not long before, a wandering prieft 
Exprefs’d his wifh, with vifage fad— 

* Ah, why,” he cry’d, “ in Satan’s watte, 
‘© Ah, why detain fo fine a land? 


*¢ In white man’s land there ftands a town 

* Where learning might be purchas’d low— 
“Exchange his blanket for a gown, 

“* And let the lad te college go.” 
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From long debate the council rofe, 

And viewing Shalum’s tricks with joy 

To Cambridge Hall, o’er waftes of fnows, 
They fent the copper-colour’d boy. 


One generous chief a bow fupply’d, 
This gave a fhalt, and that a fkin: 
The feathers, in vermillion dy’d, 
Himfelf did from aturkey win: 
Thus drefs’d fo gay, he took his way 
©’er barren hills, alone, alone , 
His guide a ftar, he wander’d far, 
His pillow every night a ftone. 


At laft he came with foot fo lame, 
Where learned men talk heathen Greek, 
And Hebrew lore is gabbled o’er, 

To pleafe the Mufes,—twice a week. 


A while he writ, awhile he read, 

A while he conn’d their grammar rules— 
(An Indian favage fo weil bred 

Great credit promis’d to the {chools. ) 


Some thought he would in law excel, 
Some faid in phyfic he would fhine ; 
And one that knew him, pafling well, 
Beheld, in him, a found divine. 


But thofe of more difcerning eye 
Even then could other profpects fhow, 
And faw him lay his Virgil by 

‘lo wander with his dearer bow. 


‘The tedious hours of {tudy fpent, 

The heavy moulded le€ture done, 

He to the woods a hunting went, 
Thro’ lonely waftes he walk’d, he ran. 


No myftic wonders fir’d his mind ; 
He fought to gain no learn’d degree, 
But only fenfe enough to find 

The {quirrel in the hollew tree. 
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he fhady bank the purling ftream, 
‘The woody wild his heart polle(s'd, 
Poe dewy lawa, bis morning dream 
n tanc)"s gayelt colours drefs’d d. 
“And way (aecry’d) did 1 forfake 
‘“ Aly native woou io’ gloomy walls ; 
"Phe filver fircam, the tumpid lake 


- all a 
; ror muity JOORS, and college halls. 
* A litte conld my wants fupply— 


‘Can wealta and honour give me more ; 


“(Or will the ivivan god dens 
<The humbic treat he gave before ? 

“ Let feraphs gain the bright abode, 
And heaven’s fublimett inanfion flee— 
I only bow to Nature’s God— 

“ ‘The land of {hades will do for me. 


ce 


“ Thele dreadful fecrets of the fky 
Alarm my foul with chilling tear— 
Do planets in their orbits fly, 

And ts the earth, indeed, a {phere? 
‘< Tet planets ftill their courfe purfue, 
« And comets to the centre ren— 
“Jn him my faithful friend I view, 


«The image of my God—the Sun. 

«s Where nature’s ancient forells grow, 
«© And mingled laurel never fades, 

«« NIy heart is ixed ;--and I muft go 


‘ ‘jo die among my native fhades.” 


e ipoke, and to the weltern fprings, 
lis gow a dilcharg’d, his money {pen 
His bla nket tied with yellow ftrings,) 
The thep! herd of the foreft went. 
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TO THE EMPEROR OF CHINA. 
AUGUST SIRE, 

Thefe reflections led me to draw the contraft between 
a Pagan and a Chriflian prince. I then required of one 
of the holy fathers of the Romith Church, if he fuppoled 
the difference of charaéters and conduct, between the 
Heathen and Chriftian, was the effe@t of the dilicrent 
religions ? ‘To which, with true prieftly gravity, he're- 
plied, “* Temporal happinefs, or mifery, are matters of 
{mall moment to true Chriltians, vsho always look beyond 
this world for their durable and fubjiantial enjoyments.” 
By which it would fcem we are to underftand, that vir- 
tuous Pagans receive their reward in this life, im the con- 
fcioufnefs and {weet confolation of having done well, but 
that they have nothing (at leaft no good) to expect here- 
after. But as Chriftian princes, from fome ftrange 
fatality, feem to be deprived of this temporal hap pit e15, 
fo at the fame time it appears lefs neceflary = afflictive 
to them, jeeing they are to be exclulively fo well provided 
for in another world. 

Such, however, are my efleem and veneration for your 
Majelty’s pagan virtues, that, if it were lawiul to pray tor 
infidels, I fhould be tempted to purchafe fome hundred 
of maffes, as alio ts make intereft with all our differen 
Chriftian fects, to exert all their powers, direcily or ine 
directly; to obtain permiffion, that your Majefly’s truly 
precious life might be extended to the greateft antedilu. 
vian age, for the welifare of your fubjecis, and the pro. 
longation of your own individual rr. pee refulung 
from the conicioutnets of having fulfilled all the duties of 
your important {tation, by contributing r all im your ex 
five power io premote the hapj ymels of you ri} 2 pre. 

I cannot relrain from offering my n ott cordial felicit- 
ations to your Chinele Majetty, on the geoyraphical 
fituation in which it has plealed Chang Ti, or it has been 
the good fortune of your royal ancefors, to found your 


empire, which, with your impregnable w alls, fo happily 


’ 


° 
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fecure your dominions from Chiriftian invafions and de- 
predations. But, though in one view thefe circum. 
tances may be contidered as a blefling, or iubje& to con- 
gratulation, yet there are thofe among us, who looking 
beyond this world, though we call ourfelves fhort-fighted 
creatures, confider them as your misfortune; becaufe, 
with an army of Chriftian foldiers, they conclude would 
alfo be fent, according to cuftom, an hoft of Chriftian 
miffionaries, to convert your Majefty, and your people, 
to the true faith ; which, though it might probably difturb: 
your temporal quiet, yet ultimately you would all be 
as happy as the conqueltts of Mexico and Peru have ren- 
dered the remnant of thofe millions of native Pagans 
who once peopled thole vait, Jrich and fertile countries ; 
but who unfortunately fuccumbed under the violent re- 
ligious operations of the ghoilly Chriftian fathers to fave 
them. 

But, before your Majefty fhall conclude to admit into 
your dominions, either Chriftian foldiers or miflionaries, 
or even to communicate too freely with European emif- 
faries of any defcription or country whatever, I would 
beg leave to recommend to your perufal, thofe European 
hiftories in which are detailed the religious wars and 
crufades of the various European Chriftian powers 
againft infidels; thefe will inftruct your Majefty in the 
benefits to be derived from converfion, and how far you 
may fafely extend your confidence and communications 
with the true believers, confiftent with the peace, fafety 
and happinefs of your perfon and people. But fhould 
your Majefty judge of thoie hiftories upon the principles 
of Pagan juftice, or fuch as appear to govern and direct 
your own condu@, you would probably conclude that, if 
the hiltorians could have diverted themfelves to local and 
religious prejudices, and fubftituted the more liberal and 
enlightened fentiments of citizens of the world, they 
could not have thus fervilely triumphed in fuch heroes 
and faints, nor audacioufly trumpeted their praife; ber 
thofe boalted idols of admiration would naturally have 
appeared, to more enlarged minds, as more fit objects of 
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abhorence and execration. There?are, however, in Eu- 
rope, who think it is not the man, or rather the montfter, 
who has waded deepeft in blood—that it is not the con- 
querer, or rather the defpoiler of a world, who is beft en- 
tiled to the world’s applaufe ; but that it is the fupporter, 
defender, and prote€tor of the rights, liberties, peace, and 
temporal happinefs of mankind, who is truly great, and 
to whom the precious tributes of praife, gratitude, and 
love are juftly due; it is Alexander the Firft of Roflfia, 
and not Alexander the Great, the Macedonian madman. 

But it would feem that even a ftate of long uninter- 
rupted peace and profperity is not without its inconveni- 
encies, as, notwithftanding the vaft extent of your domin- 
ion, fuch, we are told, is the immenfity of population, 
that the territory is incumtered with inhabitants, info- 
much that fome writers pretend that one-fourth part of 
your fubjeét are forced to live in boats on your rivers, 
and that many of the moft indigent of them make no 
more fcruple to drown their fupernumerary irfants, than 
the Europeans their furplus puppies and kittens. But 
though this feemingly barbarous cuftoms in China is not 
to be compared with the more grievous and complicate 
evils refulting from war, and though we are by no means 
infenfible of the material difference between an infant 
born in a Chriftian land, and a new-born Chinefe heathen 
brat; yet (probably from its novelty) it fee.ns to ftrike 
Chriftians with much more horror than war, and is con- 
fidered as an act of heathen barbarity. But, for my own 
part, I am free to confefs, I do not thence infer that a 
Chinefe Pagan is more cruel than an European Chrifttan, 
becaufe I find the fame tender-hearted Chriftian, who 
leems to feel fo fenfibly for a Pagan germe, and who 
execrates the unnatural heathen moniter of a mother 
who is capable of of perpetrating fuch an horrid deed, can, 
without remorfe, or even any plaufible, motive, deftroy 
thoufands, and even tens of thoufands, of his much more 
ufeful fellow men and brother Chriftians, in a day ; there- 
by robbing of their props, fupport, comfort, and protection, 
thofands of innocent mothers, widows, and orphans 
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Yet fhould thefe murderers, or thofe who charged them 
with the fatal commullion, be afked why they committed 
fuch horrid outrages again{t the laws of nature, of reafon, 
of juitice, of God, they could rarely allign with truth any 
other caules than ambition, avarice, and revenge; while 
the poor Chinete mother, with a bleeding heart, is forced 
by mifery to commit an att of violence againit herlelf, 
and ior whic fhe is the only fufferer: so that the mode 


adopted in Europe for thinning the country of its inhabit- 


ais malt naturally appear to Pazan minds, much more 
crue! and unjaft than that practiled in China. But there 
is another argument more directly to. the point, which 
proves tnat tne Carittian mode ot reafoning is not only 
abiurd, bat alfo that their conduct towards their own 


children ist afi litely more cruel, unnatural, and unjutt, 
than that of the Pagan: it isonly among the moft needy 
of the people in China, thar the feemingly cruel aét of 
dr sen. fome ihtheie children is committed, and that 
immediately aiter the birth; which, when all circum- 
fiances are confidered without prejudice, will rather ap- 
pear to be an act of humanity, and even maternal tender- 
nels. Suppole, for example, a Chinele mother to have 
two children, and that fhe 1s able to fupport but one, 


reafon and humanity prompt her in fuch a cafe to drown 
one, in order to poner the other from ftarving; by 
which means fhe may be confidered as having preferved 


both trom dying by inches. 


To be continued. 
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